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* Al Overview

Trolls frequently target Amazon and Goodreads with fake, malicious,
or pre-release 1-star reviews—often termed "review bombing"—to
damage an author's reputation, punish them, or extort them. These

fraudulent reviews, sometimes generated by Al or coordinated groups, Jan 5, 2020 — The signs are
pretty obvious. Brand new...

Lax Security and
Moderation at Goodread...

are often not based on having read the book. While platforms have

policies against this, their slow response often fails to curb the damage, (9 Patreon
making it a significant issue for indie and traditionally published authors
alike. @ Goodreads' Problem With Extortion

Scams and Review Bombing

Key Tactics and Problems Aug 8, 2021 — @goodreads, you are failing

. . : to defend the integrity of your ratings...
e Review Bombing: Coordinated attacks by users who haven't read

the book, often to protest the author, the content, or to drive down
ratings.

T Time Magazine

#BLOG: Goodreads Under = I’E_aiiﬂ
Fire: Authors Speak Out... |

nsu R FIEE:
Jul 11, 2025 — Debbie Mmioes SPEAK 00T *
M . AND HONOPHORIC TROLLS

e Extortion/Revenge: Some trolls seek money to remove bad reviews, Stapleton goodreads allows...

e Pre-release Targeting: Books are rated 1-star before they are even
released, sometimes on pages created for non-existent books.

or leave reviews based on personal vendettas or ideological &g Fac.. -For Reading Addicts
disagreements.

o Bot/Al Use: Falsely attributed or Al-generated books, along with Show all
fake accounts, are used to manipulate ratings.

e "Read" Status Falsification: Reviewers on Goodreads may mark
books as "Read" and leave 1-star ratings just to influence the
average rating, even if they only skimmed or disliked the
premise. @

Impact on Authors

e Career Damage: Low average ratings can affect sales and, in some
cases, cause publishers to lose interest in a series.

e Vulnerability: Indie authors are particularly vulnerable, as they rely
heavily on organic, positive reviews to be discovered.

e Ineffective Moderation: Authors report that both Amazon and
Goodreads are slow to remove obviously false or trolling
reviews. &

Platform Policies

e Goodreads/Amazon: Both platforms state they take the integrity of
reviews seriously and can remove fraudulent reviews or ban users
who violate community standards.

e Reporting: Authors are advised to use the report function for
"abusive" or "bogus" reviews, although this process is often
described as slow and inefficient. @

Combating the Issue

 Report, Don't Engage: Experts advise against replying to trolls, as it
can encourage them.

e Build a Genuine Base: Focusing on building a loyal readership that
will counter-balance fake reviews is often the best defense. @

Dive deeper in Al Mode )

@ Reddit - r/selfpublish

30+ comments - 2 years ago

First Troll Review on Amazon : r/selfpublish

| got my first troll review of my book on Amazon. It says this: 1.0 out of 5 stars. A bunch of insincere
fluff Read more

Some troll just ruined my release : r/selfpublish 90 posts Sep 29, 2022
Someone ruined my ratings on Goodreads by trolling 62 posts Sep 18, 2025
More results from www.reddit.com

e Substack - Counter Craft
180+ likes - 2 years ago

Goodreads Has No Incentive to be Good - by Lincoln Michel

Goodreads is now the prime site of book spam, trolls, and harassment campaigns. ... review” from the
old Amazon troll. He'd found his new home in ... Read more
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People also ask

What's the issue with Goodreads? v
How to tell if a book on Amazon is Al generated? v
What company will pay you $200 to read a book? %
Are there fake reviews on Goodreads? v
Feedback

0 The Bookseller
https://www.thebookseller.com > comment » does-good...

Does Goodreads do enough to protect authors from trolls?

Jun 24,2025 — | know, | know; don't feed the troll. But | thought my response was calm and factual, a
signpost to real readers that this is a fake review. Read more
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e annerallen.com
~ https://annerallen.com > 2017/10 » amazon-crackdowns...

Amazon's Latest Crackdowns and Amazon Review Trolls

Oct 22, 2017 — Troll reviews are one of the nastier side effects of the Kindle revolution. Amazon's trolls
love to write hateful reviews of books they ... Read more

ﬁ Facebook - Historical Fiction Book Lovers
60+ comments - 4 years ago

Can you still trust Goodreads reviews?

It appears you now can't believe reviews on goodreads. How Extortion Scams and Review Bombing
Trolls Turned Goodreads Into Many Authors' Worst ... Read more

You'll understand why I'm posting this anonymously. Atroll on ... Sep 14, 2025
Goodreads reviews - Facebook Jun 16, 2025
More results from www.facebook.com

g Goodreads

https://www.goodreads.com » 1947636-troll-reviews

THE Group for Authors! discussion TROLL REVIEWS!

Aug 6, 2074 — Troll at least is a valid internet term for a specific set of behaviors. | didn't find the article
helpful for preventing or dealing with trolls ... Read more

KDP Community

https://www.kdpcommunity.com » question » are-there-s...

Are There Such Things As Review Trolls?

Jan 25, 2014 — For the sake of argument, are you suggesting that trolls FIND books/writers to review
because they announce a book on Amazon? Read more
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@ Camestros Felapton
https://camestrosfelapton.wordpress.com» 2020/01/05

Looking deeper into the Goodreads troll problem

Jan 5, 2020 — However, with the trolls targetting the book easily generating new accounts the net

number of fake reviews continues to grow. Current authors ... Read more

Writer Beware
https://writerbeware.blog > 2014/07/18 > on-trolls-and-...

On Trolls and Fake Bad Reviews

Jul 18, 2014 — On Trolls and Fake Bad Reviews. POSTED BY VICTORIA ... Bamboogrove is a troll reviewer
on Amazon who engages in this tactic frequently. Read more

e v
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ﬁ Facebook - For Reading Addicts

50+ reactions - 6 months ago :

#BLOG: Goodreads Under Fire: Authors Speak Out Against ...

As an author, two of my novels have been targeted with low ratings by these Goodreads trolls who
destroy author reputations as a blood sport. Read more
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